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Happy 2004 to all GSSA members and their
families!! Our editor has temporarily
abandoned us, but, considering that his wife
just gave birth to a baby boy, I suppose we
can't blame him congratulations to the Peddie
family. So, I'm filling in until their lives settle
down.

This is the first issue of Grassroots for 2004,
and it is filled to the brim with interesting
articles. In fact, there was such a great
response to our desperate plea for articles, we
had to add an extra four pages to fit
everything in. However, don't let this sudden
wave of enthusiasm discourage you from
submitting your own contributions May
2004 is still empty.

The Council has included a small report of
their last meeting. I think that this is very
important, if only to let the members know
that they don't just drink tea. The next
Strategic Planning Workshop is in the
pipeline, to produce an updated five-year
plan. This plan is integral to the success of the

The Council had an Exco meeting on 20
January 2004 at the University of KwaZulu-
Natal.
Various issues were discussed. We will
highlight a few of the things Council
concerned itself with.

Annelene Swanepoel of the C
Joint Organising Committee gave a report on
the progress made with the upcoming
Congress at Goudini Spa in the Western
Cape. The congress is organised jointly by
the GSSA and SASAS. Details are available
on our website (www.gssa.co.za). Members
are encouraged to attend (it is still possible to
register) and make use of this opportunity to
present their latest research findings, or
simply exchange ideas and network with
fellow grassland scientists and of course the
animal scientists as well.

ongress 39

Society, and if any members have anything to
contribute, I suggest that you contact the
Council members and ensure that you are
included in the process.

Klaus Kellner's Presidential Address (which
was presented at the last AGM) has some
powerful and poignant points to make about
the Society, and its members. I think that
much of what he says is rather important, and
his suggestions would not take a lot of effort
to implement read it and maybe send in your
own thoughts about what he has to say.

On the suggestion of the Council, I've
included a list of the new members from 2003
and 2004 to date. It is encouraging to have
such a great growth in our numbers, and I
hope that we can continue to increase at this
rate into the future. Sadly, though, we have
also lost a member very recently, and Prof
Tainton has been kind enough to contribute a
little something about this great Grassland
Scientist, so that we can all remember him
and what he helped to give us the Grassland
Society of SouthernAfrica.

Yours, Freyni

At the lastAGM in July at the IRC in Durban,
Council was mandated to look at possible
venues for the . There
was an indication that Namibia may be an
option but no firm invitation had been
received. In the mean time two invitations
have come forth, one from KwaZulu-Natal
and one from Limpopo province. Council
decided that the Namibian option would be
difficult for many members of the GSSA to
attend as it involves international travel for
the majority of members of the GSSA. The
KZN option was chosen for 2005. The KZN
congress will be linked to the very topical
issue of moist grasslands, which are being
transformed and lost at an alarming rate. As
these grasslands are mainly in KZN, southern
Mpumalanga Highveld and the Wild Coast,
KZN is a suitable location. During the
Congress a Grassland Summit will take place
to deal specifically with the issues of the
threatened moist grasslands. All other
subjects normally associated with the
Congress will be accommodated as usual. So,
bear this in mind for your plans of 2005!

40 Congress in 2005
th
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Council also discussed and felt
that the new A5 format is definitely
beneficial. We appeal to all members to write
contributions for Grass Roots (send to
a  d  m  i  n  @  g  s  s  a  .  c  o  .  z  a o  r
peddieg@dunrs.kzntl.gov.za). Let's use it as
a means to communicate grassland, range
and pasture issues or any related topics. If
you have come across anything interesting
then let Grass Roots know. In future Grass
Roots will also be placed on the website.

There are various
in the pipeline for this year. Details will

be placed on the website. The first one
coming up will be organised by Justin du Toit
and his team at University of KwaZulu-
Natal. Topics for the day include emerging
alien weeds and bush encroachment, grazing
systems and management and some
economic aspects.
A grazing rally is due to be held in northern
KZN during March or April. This will be

Grass Roots

symposia and farmers
days

organised by Clive Buntting and Graham
Peddie. Watch the website for more details.

The of the GSSA is an
issue that concerns Council a lot and takes up
much of the discussion. We encourage
members to pay their subs and support the
society. We believe that we have a good
journal and newsletter to offer and good
congresses.

The Council also decided to organise a
during the

first half of 2004. We want to revisit various
aspects of the society and consider them in
terms of present challenges in grassland
science and develop a vision and plan for the
future.

We will keep you informed of the
developments in Council through this
column.

financial situation

Strategic Planning Workshop

GSSACouncil.
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Professor Peter (Pete) de Villiers Booysen

Pete was one of the Eastern Cape contingent
of Grassland Scientists who graduated in the
old Pasture Management and Soil
Conservation (PMSC) under Professor J D
Scott. He commenced his degree programme
in 1949, having matriculated at Kingswood
College in Grahamstown. Having completed
his BSc Agric in 1953, he proceeded
immediately to the MSc Agric, which he was
awarded in 1955. At this point he
was appointed to the staff of the Department
in place of Professor Pine Pienaar, who had
taken up an appointment in Pretoria.

In 1960 he took up a Departmental bursary
which allowed him to attend the Berkley
campus of the University of California,
where he was awarded the PhD. He later
spent a years' sabbatical in Missouri. Each
time he returned from these trips he was
promoted - first to a Senior Lectureship, and
after the Missouri excursion, to the Associate
Professorship. He was appointed Head of the
Department at the time of Professor Scott's
retirement in 1973.

Of particular interest to the Grassland
Science community is his pioneering role,

cum laude

together with Professor Scott and others, in
the establishment of the Grassland Society of
Southern Africa, which held its first congress
in Pietermaritzburg in 1966. He was elected
President of the Society in 1970 and was
subsequently elected an Honorary Member
of the Society.

In 1977 he moved out of Grassland Science
and into University administration, first as
the Vice-Principal of the Durban branch of
the University of Natal, and in 1983 as
Principal of the University. Here he remained
until his retirement in 1991.

Pete was involved in numerous activities in
addition to his role in academic and
administrative matters at the University, and
in particular in matters related to rugby and
sports administration. He played on the wing
for Natal. He was at various times President
of the Maritzburg University Rugby Club,
the Maritzburg University Sports Union, the
Maritzburg Rugby Sub-Union and the Natal
Rugby Union and served on the SA Rugby
Board. He served as a member of the Natal
selection committee.

Grassroots and the GSSA Council would like
to thank Prof Neil Tainton for writing this
dedication at such short notice. Our thoughts
are with Prof Booysen's family and friends
during this difficult time.

A can be defined as a number of
persons united for the promotion of a
common purpose by means of meetings,
publications and other activities. A

, however, can be defined as a body of
persons that are eminently learned or skilful
of agreeing with the rules, principles or
methods of science. For nearly 30 years,
since 1966, the Grassland Society of
Southern Africa (GSSA) has been trying to
live up to these obligations by making
meaningful contributions to , land
use practices and environmental issues to
advance the science and practice of

society

scientific
society

policies

sustainable use of rangelands and pastures
for the

in Southern Africa. The GSSA is a
professional society with an interdisciplinary
group of scientists and practitioners working
in a collaborative way amongst themselves
and with other institutions, organizations,
agencies and individuals with a common goal
in varied resources of rangeland and pasture
conservation and management. Members of
the GSSA include a wide variety of
stakeholders of different service provider and
resource consumer organizations in
planning, development, education, training

social and economic well-being of all
people
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